4    PEAKS AND GLACIERS OF NTJN KUN
by the Wardwan valley, a coolie-route. To do this a reliable agent to superintend the transport must be secured. The Kashmir pundit, who had done fairly well in a similar capacity during our last expedition to the Chogo Lungma, offered his services, but we considered him unequal to the task this time. An Englishman, an ex-police-officer from Calcutta, who spoke Hindustani fluently and was said to understand the management of natives, was living in Srinagar* He expressed his willingness to undertake the task. His appearance did not indicate that he was the sort of man one would select to lead a large coolie-train over rough roads and a snow-pass, and he was decidedly on the shady side of sixty* But he was energetic, accustomed to plenty of exercise, and, best of all, enthusiastic in his desire to go with us. Furthermore he was a European, and more likely to work in our interest than a native would be, so he was engaged*
The next step in the preparations was mathematical. Calculating how many coolies would be needed to transport fifty loads of supplies and a hundred and fifty maunds (12,000 Ibs.) of grain for coolies was simple, but then followed the estimating